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The Account given of Athanaſius's Creed ſeems to ane no-wiſe , 
n, 7 ab aue were well rid of it. 

85 Abp. Tillotſon's Letter to Bp. Burnet, 

mL See Birch's Life of Tillotſon, p. 343. 


. dat; That. ye be not judged : For with what Fudgement- 
pe fudge, ye ſhall be judged: and with what Meaſure ye 
- . © mete, it ſhall be meaſured to you again, And why behboldeft 
thou the Mote that is in thy Brother's Eye, but confidereſt 
not the Beam that js in thine own Eye ? Or how wilt thou Jay 
to thy Brother, Let me pull out the Mote out of thine Eye: 
and behold a Beam is in thine own Eye? Thou Hypocrite, firſt 
. caft out the Beam out of thine own Eye ; and then ſhalt thou 
fee OP to 4 out the Mote out of thy Brother's Eye, + 
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AytTHrouT A EAvsr, SHALL. BE. IN 
DANGER OP THE JOoDGMENT : AND 
WHOSOEVER SHALL SAY TO HIS BRO- 


"THER, RAcA, SHALL BEIN DANGER, 


"HER 


"words that beſpeak'our particular notice, 
and claim the moſt ferious diſcuffion) 
bur WHOSOEVER SHALL SAY, © Thou 


33 SHALL BE IN DANGER" or BIE 
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deſign of the beſt preacher and pattern, 
of righteouſneſs in this his weighty 


; and. ſolemn declaration, with, the truth 


and moment of the arguments it will ſug- 


geſt, together with many ſafe and wiſe 
concluſions we ſhall: recommend te the 


application of this chriſtian audicnee, , We 


undertake to make it plain to your com- 


mon diſcernment. 


' A | I. That 
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. That the mind an ill of Chriſt i 15 
not rightly expreſſed, nor can it be learned 
from the words now read. 


II. That the ee Thou Fool, in 
the Engliſh Bible muſt, of neceſſity, 
read, ** Thou Reprobate or Apoſtate,” be- 
fore it can convey the true ſenſe or be made 
to accord with the evangeliſt Matthew's 
expreſſion, i in his original ſeripture. And, 
in the third place, . f 


III. We would als the nature of this 
miſchievous vice and daring impiety, by 
pointing out various ways and degrees 
wherein it has been, and may be, practiſed; 
and our careful diſcuſſion of theſe articles 
may anſwer, we truſt, with God's bleſſing, 
the great and good ends to which they 
are * to lead the judgment, tem- 
pers, and d We. 8 W 6s 1 au- 
_ 8 5 | . 
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g. We 6 to make it plain to your 
common diſcernment, that the mind and 
will of our Lord is not rightly expreſſed; 
ner ean be learned from the words in our 
text, as they men e 3 _ 
_— 3 

e Should 
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Should we never be able to diſcover the 
nature and guilt of that particular crime, 
againſt which Chriſt in our text cautions, 
in the moſt ſolemn manner, his diſciples ; 

yet no man, who duly weighs the caſe 
itſelf, can be at a loſs to know that he 
may often call his brother Fool with harm- 
leſs effect, nay with a nga both — 


and charitable. 


"They Fool! is an 2 * 
uſed, and underſtood i in our mother tongue 
to denote a weak or ignorant character; 
and when ſometimes applied in a more 
large and important ſenſe, to expreſs our 
apprehenſion of the imprudence or our 


charitable reſentment of the ſinful conduck 


of our brethren : I hope the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion (which indeed juſtly condemns all 
raſh judgment and malicious cenſures) may 
yet allow us to mention men's real charac- 
ters as they ſeverally appear to our minds 
on fair evidence ks 
forbids us to give a bad man his right 
name whenever we take this uſeful free- 
dom with a true defire of making him 
hereby more ſenſible of his folly, __ 
better diſpaſed to correct Ms 64-26 5 


AA 5 


proper occaſions ; nor 


fr 


The veneration we owe; and the eildem 
in which we confeſſedly hold, the all- wiſe 


and beneficent character of the deputed 


Lord and Saviour of the world, forbid our 


unworthy ſuſpicion, that the obvious and 


requiſite ſenſe of the words read in the 


Engliſh verſion of our text could be his 
meaning, or proceed from his mouth who 


ſpake on all occaſions, and in the confef- 
ſion of his very enemies, as never man had 


coun before him, 


Ves, the perfect 8 of Jeſus 8 


Chriſt may well aſſure us, he has not pro- 


nounced any man in danger of the fore 7 


puniſhment upon any account, that is in 
itſelf innocent, and in its 1 and con- 
JOY Ay prove ne wad 


But that a Chriſtian may hay to Shad FRY 


has: Thou Fool! without making himſelf 
hereby obnoxious to hell fire, is moreover 


determined effectually, and juſtified by his 
-own example, who did no fin, and in 


whoſe mauth was no guile, as by the 


practice likewiſe of his holy apoſtles, whoſe 
example it is unqueſtionably lawfgl- and 
* for us in this caſe to nw; 2 29 75 


St, 


FE 
St. James, in the 2d chap: and 20th ver. 
of his epiſtle, takes occaſion to call him 
ven, a vain, or, as it might have been as 
fitly tranſlated, a fooliſh man, who tcoks 
to be - finally ſaved by faith alone; not in- 
deed in any contradiction to the ſenſe of 
his brother apoſtle Paul, when ,"rguing 
with judaiſing teachers, he claims an 
juſtifies the right of converted Gentiles to 
partake in common with theſe ungenerous 
Hebrews, of all the means and privileges 
of the goſpel-ſalvation, by their faith alone, 
i. e. without their being circumciſed after 
the manner of Moſes, &c. but not with- 
out their due performance of the expreſs 
terms, and their acquiſition of the requiſite 
qualifications, of their preſent Juſtification 
and final acceptance with God, viz. their 
repentance from dead works, their uni- 
form obedience to the laws, and preva- 
lent conformity to the temper and life of 
Chriſt, who was ſent, and came down 
from heaven on purpoſe to redeem us from 
all iniquity, and purify to himſelf a pe- 
es e ana zealous 5 poor: Pres F 
How! could hits HE! zollte älter ex- 
preſs his wiſdom or charity, than in tellin 
us roundly what miſerable fools we ate, 
and muſt needs be, in neglecting reforma- 
tion, and that * of mind and beha= 
Vviour 
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its profeſſors, as 2s the very condition — 


- out which no man ſhall 5 admitted into 
the kingdom of glory, or can be qualified 
to er its ru and undefiled rewards. -. 


In like manner, and fon, the a reaſon, 
St. Paul's addreſs to his converts appears 


in the ſame ſtile, O fooliſh Galatians, 


in the Iſt verſe of his zd Aura to them. 


* Chriſt himſelf, the * 1 Wit⸗ 
dom of God; and by far the maſt innocent 
| beſt good man that ever lived, beſtows the 
8 Fools and Blind upon the Phari- 
ſees, when rebuking their abominable hy- 
pocriſy, Matt. xxii. 17. As his tenderneſs 
and great good-will to his own diſciples 
are alſo expreſſed in the very ſame language, 
O fools, and ſlow of heart ta believe all 
22 the prophets have ſpoken,” Luke xxiv. 

Whatever then may have. been our 
Lord s intention and preciſe meaning in 
this paſſage of his famous ſermon to the 
multitude, who flocked around him as he 
ſat on the mount, we are now convinced, 
and ſatisfied, I hope, with Reaſon and 
Truth, it cannot be that preſented in the 
Engliſh Bible, this prohibition being in- 
n as e ann n 
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the equity of the caſe itſelf, and remark. 
ably confronted, you ſee, by the authority 
and examples as well of 9 © n As 
"hs e ee XS EE: 
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C334 . 


And wely tos ane of our « fatisfa@ion 
in this valp kad need d&-moft-UhGr Anil 


firm, to relieve the mind of the very beſt . 


and meekeſt Chriſtian from the diſtreſſing 
apprehenſions-of this miſtaken guilt and 
rpetual danger; for who among us can 


5 declare; he has never laid 0 1 his 


5 Thou F- his. Tt edt, of 


we therefore haſten in the ſecond a place 


* AK & Ak 15 


1 1. To erties this ao Tes Pool, 
tr wor" Engliſh verſion, muſt be tranſlated;. 
«© Thou Reprobate or Apoſtate, before it 


will convey its true ſenſe; or can be made 


to accord with St. Matthew's a ee , 


his original ſcripture. © eee 


The evidence and FOE of: this ber 
we hope to give in ſuch manner as may he 
level to the br tees. ſatisfaction of the 
. IE n N D Ihe 2036015 51 
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vaſt concourſe of Jews hs heard- kin on. 
te MU. FG yt BOT nadine 494 
> i494 1 1 25 ks of EDEN 922 ps eve: 1 
. — 5 1 * unto ne N e 
1 bes exceeds the righteouſneſs of 
the Scribes and Phariſees, ye ſhall in no 
wiſe enter into the kingdom of heaven.“ 
The great error in the doctrine and prac- 
tice of the Phariſees was, the regard they 
paid to the ritual, in preference to the 
moral. law of Moſes, and: their reſting in 
the letter, without due inquiry or regard 
to the ſpirit and effect of the law. On 
this double account Chriſt tells the multi- 
tude openly, Ye cannot be fit ſubjects of 
the kingdom of heaven, I am ſent to pub- 
liſh in my Father's name, and to eſtabliſh 
by his authority, if you obey not cordially 
thoſe immutable moral laws Jehovah ſpake 
to your fathers, and has recorded through 
all your Senses Sbarheagk 200 his 
eee, SIG 341 FR btctior id 
The. perpetuab 8 eat. 
commands. of God, I am not come to 
aboliſh. ſays: his Son, but to fulfil them 
in another and better manner than as they 
are now taught or practiſed by your Scribes 
and Phariſees; not thinking as their cor- 
1 OC Ines: and — tempt 


8 : 
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2 ta atone Gr the negleg wa violation 
of ſome of God' 8 commandments, by your 
ſerupulous obſervance . Bat the. reſt, not 
| Leaving undone the v weig tier matters | 
the Law, Juſtice, Mercy, and F aithful- 
neſs, making void theſe indiſpenſable pre- 


cepts of your M Maker —ů . 8 
tions. „ 9 

Tbeſe univerſal duties men EF, 4· 1 
times perform, not according to the letter 
only of the divine law, but eſpecially in 
their ſpi itual ſenſe, ſo as to guard an 
cleanſe the heart from evil e een 
and bad deſig ns that defile 2 man, from 
| Wt = Hf in the eye and judgment of 
God, the. guilt. and 3 injury of f evil 
work! 


* Ag, ; * . 
* of 2 1 * ; 1 


The tegie . witlom of ” 4 


Preacher and Pattern of Righteouſneſs, , 


are conſpicuous i in his enumeration of the 
bad principles and deſigns that are the 
ſource and inſtigation of actual wickedneſs; 
which being juſtly accounted, in the ſight 
of God, violations of his moral law, 155 
urification of the heart from theſe hidden 
wy of corruption, muſt not be deemed 
lefs requiſite than men's abſtinence from 
the vible fruits of e before a> 


as 
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kingdom of God, ſet. up and eſtabliſhed 
the world by the doctrine and N 

of his Son, Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. n 


D 


The Scribes and Pharifees N ein : 
0 the prohibition of God's law con- 
fined to the ſinful act, but not to reach the 
temper and purpoſe of the mind; theſe 
blind Nane had taught the People to be- 
eve the fixth commandment, delivered 
_ to their fathers of old from mount Sinai, 
Had no farther intention than to forbid 
actual murder ; to correct this dangerous 
miſtake our Lord declares, on the autho- 
tity and credentials of his miſfipn, the 
true meaning and extent of this divine 
command, as we read in the 21ſt and 22d 
Vveries. "Ip 
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6 N wa 680 Fw that it tab faid* b3 Meth 


of old time, Thou halt not Kill, ana 
_ Whoſoeyer mall kill, hall be in danger of 
the judgment: But I 1 unto vou, that 
Whoſdevet ſhall be ang gry \ with his brother 
without a cauſe, ſhall be int danger of the 
bes ment; and whoſbever ſhall ſay to His 
brother; RAC, ſhall be in danger of the _ 
council: but whoſbeyer ſhall ay, Thou 
Fool thall be * ofhelt Wer >: 
"TI 


mg 
1 
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The beſt preacher of ke i 
ſigning, i in this whole paſſage, to teach his 


hearers that greater degrees of guilt will, 
without repentance, be followed. with 


greater meaſures of puniſhment” in the 


world to come, refers the Jews, for the 


equity and illuſtration of his doctrine, to 


the well-known proceſs and executions - 


eſtabliſhed i in their courts of juſtice; clearly 
to underſtand which we muſt firſt be in- 


8 formed, they had an inferior court of 
twenty-three judges, * before whom even 


capital offences. were ſometimes brought, 8 


and a malefactor, in conſequenee of their 


ſentence, might, in the higheſt inſtance, - 
be ſtrangled or. beheaded. "vi Tas e 
the Fa 1015 LSE : 


LY 


e named the Cant; was the 


| Fach Sanhedrim, their national and ſu- 


preme court, conſiſting of ſeventy-three 


- judges, by whom . crimes of the higheſt 


degree were tried, and. puniſhed by their 


; fenen ny: with, toning, a death, in the 


5. "Ba | _ ſufferers 
% 14 is very W particular N might be left to 
diſcretion, as no number was ſixed by law, though the courts 


ank appointed expreſsly; they might therefore be 


more or fewer in number, as the adminiſtration of juſtice ſhould, 


- require. Thus, in the later times of the Hebrew government, 


the number three in leſſer towns, and of twenty-three i in greater 


cities might become fixed by cuſtom and length of time. 


Lowman's Civil Government of the Hebrows, ps 6g, 


[,*% } 
fufferer* s apprehenſion, more terrible thay | 
| the Were bing A Mog. vol: J. P. 78 
en 
The Late ment en det in our 
text, and tranſlated Hell Fire,” is in the 
original Gehenna of Fire, which Gehenna, 
or Valley of Hinnom, was near Jeruſalem, 
where, in idolatrous times, children are 
| reported to have been burnt alive in facrifice 
to*their idol god Moloch, but it was how 
made a receptacle for carcaſſes of animals 
and other nuifances of the city, where con- 
tinual res were 172 to conſume them. 8 


Wich reſpon 8 both to its Kt | 
mer and preſent uſe, this accurſed and 
horrible place ſeemg choſen by the wiſdom 
of Chriſt as a fit emblem of hell, ſignify- 
ing to the Jews a degree of future puniſh- 
ment as much more dreadful than thoſe 
mentioned before in our text, as burning 
alive was more terrible than ſtoning, be- 
heading, or ſtrangling. This expoſition 
of the gradation of crimes and puniſhments 
obſerved by the Jews in their ſeveral. 
courts of juſtice, prepares us to apprehend 
the nature and malignity of the crime for 
which the offender is expoſed to the dan- 
; ger. io hell ſs wine in thie t text by 

5 the 
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the peremptory 1 3 of our Lord Jo 
| Chriſt. r 


It has been a common opinion among | 
: learned men, that the Evangeliſt Matthew | 


wrote his goſpel for the particular uſe and 

8 advantage « of the Jews, his countrymen, in 
their mother tongue; when his Hebrew 
goſpel e came tr wares to be tranſlated i into 
Greck, a language at that time in general 


uſe, underſtood by people of many nations, 
and conſequently better adapted for the 


wide and ſpeedy propagation of the hiſtory 
and faith of Jeſus Chriſt among the Gen- 
tiles; theſe Greek tranſlators of Matthew's 


Hebrew goſpel thought. fit to take into 


their copies the word Raca, a term of 


bitter reproach among the Jews in the 
manner it ſtands to this day *untranilated 
ja Foo Baan Bible alſo, | | 


The other more wicked MEETS 4 
* which our Lord expreſsly denoun- 
ceth the peril of hell fire, might, for the 
like reaſon, have been retained in the 


Hebrew character, if this expectation had 
not been prevented (as it ſeems to us) by , 
an innocent miſtake, and this very re- 


Lon xecident, the. word MoRen. is 
| | comp . 
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Common to 1 languages, and FR 
exactly of the ſame letter and 1 ig 


. as in the Greek *. 


From the Greck indeed it is eber 
tranſlated in our Engliſh yerfion, Thou 


Fool! But in Hebrew it bears a different 


| ſenſe, and of far greater moment, to which 
we beſpeak your notice and judgment, ag 


15 wo it Sek in four ea of 
| © oF - 


F » es "ls ofthis diſcourſe” will 525 to the 


evidence; therein produced, in, confirmation. of the following 


curious, learned, and very probable conjecture: © Interpreters 
have here, with one conſent, ſo cited the Greek word Mwg?, 
Matt, v. 23. that it may ſeem abſurd to call it in | queſtion: 
yet it cannot but ſeem an odd expreſſion, when a Syriac word 
had: juſt before been named, and there ſeems tb be very little 


difference between calling a man Ra ęa, e fellow, «94 


pag, fooliſh, 
&* There is not that ſcale i in the erin as in the F 
2 1 one may Jultly hende chere bas been 
miſta « 
I muſt * further, that Raca is more than empty; and 
Dr. Lightfoot | has produced ſeveral inſtances; where Raca 


£4 ſignifies the moſt ſovereign contempt, like Scaundrel, Raſcal. 
Now does the word Magi, in Greek, any vhere ſignify 75 


much, Iwill not ſay more or worſe than RAC? 

* He might well therefore aſk, Quidnam queſo gravius 
vocabalo pap? quam in vocabulo Raca? What is there 24 
in the word Magd, thou fool, than in the word Raca? * 
lk one might be allowed to conjetture in ſuch p caſe as 


this, I ſhould be inclined to think that hg is not a Greek iy 


it is the ſame language with Raca, and ſhould not be inter- 


f preted at all any re than Raca; or at leaſt ſnould not be 


interpreted from the Greek word Myc, thou 1 n 
You Mogi fignifies i in Hebrew, 


n 


t 
bur Engilth vetflon of the Hebrew de 
Moſes denotes by this term, A rebellious 
Son, Deut. xxi. 18. If a man has a 
ſtubborn and rebellious. ſon, who Will 
not obey the voice of his father.” 95 


I AF: < 


The f ame we is va OY Daitd t to 
Pg: in the ſame ſenſe, a ſtubborn 
and rebellious h Plalm Txxviit, 8. | 


0 Mkesteife it bs. ufsd by the Prophet, 
« This people hath a rebellious and re. 
| volting, heart: : they are reyolted and gone. 
Jer. N.. . The, Hebrew word forim 


. 


« wt 2 1 2A 
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8 «1 hls gre . to Is; the «fab ed which uſed, 
Deut. xxi. x8. 1001 a man has a rn 8 and rebel - 


Fous ſon, e not obey the voice bf his father.“ 80 again, 


Pf. Ixxviii, 8. A ſtubborn and rebellious generativn, ase. 
ration that ſet not their heart aright, and whoſe f. rs was 
bot ſtedfalt with God.“ 80 like wife in jerem. V. | 


2 hath a rebetjous and reyolting (Monz n) heart, 155 are 
Euer and gone, Again, Nam, xx. 20. in phe lame ſenſe, 
0 Hear now ye rebels; Shih 

ef ius then dethe meaning of PSS Mo late lente 


5 is plain: Whoſoever: ſhall be angry with his br ther, ſhall 
give an account r6 God for it, and ſhall fuffer for it Whoſo- 
ever ſhall tredt Bis Brother with contempt, and uſe; him as a 
|  feoundrel;_he ſhall be treated hereafter with a puniſhment pr 


8 —— not to what the council of three inf Qs, but to What 
greater cuncil inſſicts: But whoſpeyer ſhall itill chſe his 


| brother worſe, and call him Monz, Rebel, Apoſtate, Por g 


embracing my doAtine, or for-any füch like occaſion) ſhall be 
in danger of hell fire.” 
„This (ſays the liberal and learned author) I offer as 2 


conjeclute at a place which interpreters have not ae 


eonlidered, and have too much been diſtreſſed about.. 
< 38 4 * of Nat. and ”— Ne P. 4427. 
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Syriac Marab, ſhews the force, and fills 


21ſt and 22d verſes, to have been intel- 
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without juſt and neceſſary cauſe, however 
lie may eſcape the cognizance of human 
judicature, ſhall. yet be in danger of the 
judgment of God, the inſpector of his 
heart, the conſequent witneſs and judge 
of catifeleſs anger, and his iddulgence of 


drethren, but when ſuffered 10 fwell to 
their utmoſt degree of virulence, will not 
1 pare the very lives of their fellow-crea- | 
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in 55 Book of Numbers xx. 18510 Hear 


OI of gnification, ': as 1 from 5 


up the climax of our Lord's addreſs in the 
text, ſhewing the ſeveral gradations of 


8 4 


crimes and puniſhments, expreſſed in the 


ligible to the Jon. his hearers, in the 


' e S 
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g V 4 be ag his Weibern 


. 55 paſſions; - that in various ways 
inſtipate bad men to hurt their innocent 


tures ; for which reaſon he who hateti 
his brother is, by che Apoſtle, 5 


| * 5 3 
a murderer. wy ap iii. I 5. e 
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4 term of bitter reproach in the Syriac 


language, and conſequently a fomenter of 


ſtrife, and forerunner- of murder, makes 
himſelf obnoxious to an higher tribunal, 


like to- that of your own council, faith. 


Chriſt to the We | 


"Hint e HI mall uſe his becher nil 
worſe, calling him ¶ Moreb I a rebel. to 
God, or an apoſtate from true Religion; 
whoever dares thus to ſtigmatize his bro=. 


ther, profeſſing his belief of the fame ve- 
nerable authority, his reverence for the 
government and love of the word of his 
Maker, no leſs than the ſlanderer himſelf, 
by whom he is thus injuriouſly defamed 
and perſecuted, maketh himſelf hereby 


| obnoxious to the ſentence prondunced in 
the text by our common Lord and Judge, 


even to a danger nd leſs formidable than 
that of Hell Fire. For the prevention and 
cure of which daring impiety, we befoeak” | 
your due and falutary attention to the next 
topic of our diſcourſe, under which we 
propoſed to forewarn dur Chriſtian bre- 
thren of the miſchiefs and peril of this 
enormous un, by 9 out the various 
ways 


- Whowver; inflated with cauſeleſs anger, 7. 
# 1 forth in wrathful expreſſions 
againſt his brother, calling him Raca, 


ways and "TW = Ay it bows: bee 1 


and may be praktiſed. „ et al 


# 


This. may ſoon a to N he 


| diſcernment and ſatisfaction, who bear in 


mind that the Jews, to whom Chriſt ad- 
dreſſed his ſermon on the Mount, were 
all brethren. in. a figurative moral relation, 
more particular and important than that 
by which every man is a brother to his 


8 „ 


They were all choſen of God 7 his 


peculiar covenant- people, and, in conſe- 


quence of this ſpiritual relation, were 
ſtiled his children, favoured with particu- 
lar revelations of his will, and under the 


immediate patronage and pyiennce of bis 


marvellous Providence. 17 1 


f 


Their moral guilt 0 impenitenice, os FE 


prevalent. . reformation and . obedience, 


would indeed affect the ſtate of individu- 
als, as to their final acceptance or rejec- 
tion by God in the world to come; never- 


theleſs i in the wh hrs, 5 the _ were at 


ap Yo 7 1.0 


1 


3 Ks fame ale relation cxecpting — 


when 


4 15 | . 


J 


. 
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_ . when they ſhould any of them blaſphemne 
* . 
the God of Iſrael, and until 25 reyolted 5] 


openly to 5 


* 


In like manner, vessel under the * 


more excellent and gracious diſpenſation 


of the goſpel, ſhall confeſs Jeſus to be the 


Chriſt, is affirmed by the apoſtle to be 
borne of God, 1 John v. 1. i. e. He be- 


comes, by this confeflion of his faith, a 


child of God, one of his choſen covenant- 


ed people, under the better diſpenſation 
of the New Teſtament, as the whole na- 


127780 of the Jews Were ſo under che Old. 


Fey ſuch avowed belieyer confeſſeth 
the divine miffion, and conſequent autho- 
rity of the Chriſtian Lawgiver, taking His 


* for the rate: a his faith. Ll obe- 


a 


* 


Every nete by vit . this "_ 
htiſtian profeſſion, i is intitled to all exter- 
nal privileges, as he is ſubject alſo to eyery 
conſequent duty of the goſpel- covenant, 
which God the Father Almighty has con- 
1 to publiſh to the world by his 
Son feſus Chriſt, with the ratification of 
his precious blood, by the power of his 
ſt 4 reſurrection, and the glorious 


Ca demon» 


Ta 1 
demonſtration of us viſible aſcenſion ta 
— bei 


How far, or how well each nominal 


Chriſtian performs his proper duty in this 


great and common relation, is the prero- 
ative of God our maker and judge to de- 

termine, who, by Jeſus Chriſt, will judge 

the ſecrets of men according to his goſpel, 


whereof he has given We by. ng . 


him from the dead. 


We, in the mean-time, are required by 
every principle of reaſon, humanity, and 


charity, as by frequent peremptory demands 


of the Chriſtian Religion, to own and em- 


brace, as Chriſtian Brethren, all perſons 


who call Jeſus their Lord and Maſter, 


N . their hearty aſſent to the v word of 


od, with their conſequent duty and full 
purpoſe to walk in every #nown ordinance 
and command of their Lord blame leſs; 
who make the ſame ſhort but full con- 
feſſion of their faith, that Jeſus is the Chriſt, 
or Meſſiah of God, which, i in the firſt ages 
of Chriſtianity, did in fact introduce men 
to fellowſhip with apoſtles, and, thro' their 


- miniſtry, to the various gifts of the Holy | 
Spirit, as the whole tenor of their hiſtory 
and their marvellous min liſtrations abun. 
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dantly declare, Acts viii. 14— 17. Acta 


dominion of any man's faith or conſcience, 


which we have evidently no right to de- 4 
mand, nor capacity to execute; not daring 
to judge our brother, or ſet at nought our 


brother ; but leaving every: man to ſtand 
or fall to his own maſter; believing that 


we ourſelves muſt all appear before the 
judgment - ſeat of Chriſt; and not forget- 
ting what he, for this very purpoſe, has. 
-bimſelf told us, Matt. xviii. 6. Who-' 


ſoever ſhall offend one of theſe little on 


who believe in me, it were better for kim 
that a millſtone was hung about his neck, 
and that he was drowned in the depth of 
the ſea,” remembering, eſpecially, the 
evidence and force of the expoſition Dow: . 
given of this more ſtriking ſentence de- 
nounced by our Lord and Judge to his 


Jewiſh audience: * But I ſay unte you, 


W hoſoever ſhall ſay to his brother, Tt 
5 ee Gol ve in e oe hell wy * 


oe „ 


There are, in ben two! a 
e this great Jury. oy "0 . to 


» N. B. If any Hoh or objecten remakes! to this WA 


5 2 at leaſt the truth and importance. of the ſentiment it ex- 
5 preſſeth, ſeems ſufficiently ae * our Landy — 


3 in MET xvili. 800 
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* hy 
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+ x. If any man is pronouced an Infidel, 
. flatidered as an Apoſtate from the Chri- 
=, *. - ian Faith, who, on the contrary, and at 
Ii . che Ame time; perfiſts in the profeſſion of 
3 -- | ob i his fth and __ in the eee 


Sh A. When any profeſſed Chriſtian is treat · 
eld by his brethren in a manner more bar- 
5 | barous and unjuſt than any declared infidel 
4 ought to be uſed, either by taking from 
him the liberty wherewith Chriſt has made 
him free, or by cauſing him to bear the 
ſcandal and various cruelties of perſecution, 
merely on account of his peaceable and 
; N pa uſe of this 1 ene li- 


n either of these ey Yis fender, 
a! too plainly-makes himſelf obnoxiviis 
* the danger of hell fire, by the peremp- 

ory ſentence of N S at eee 


Lon and yung: 


_ But Wen or 7 as the wb 

of others may be in this cafe, however 
| they may delude themſelves: with their 
. apprehenſion of doing good ſervice to God, 
—_ 5 by hating, ſcandalizing, and tearing aſun- 
== der many of the living members of the 
* 3 of Chriſt, N we eyer N * 5 


2 


© ” 
„„ „ £ n 18 


33 4:4 


hs chant of „ ärzten to „ 
real danger of hell fire, by denouneing it 
raſhly and vainly againſt our Chriſtian bro- 
ther! Let us not dare thus to uſurp and 
abuſe the prerogative of the Chriſtian Law - 
giver, ſo as to ſtigmatize with the charac- 
ter of reprobation, or ſhut out from the pri- 
vilege and communion of the Chriſtian 
Church, any diſciple confeſſing his hearty: 
belief that Jeſus Chriſt is the 50 Son of God, 
merely on the ſcore of his real or ſuppoſed 
ignorance, his involuntary miſtake, or in- 
nocent error in ny other matter. 


This hateful W 7 miy we ever kn to 
thoſe who want ſenſe, prudence; or due 
. conſideration to diſcover its antichriſtian 
influence; while in the mean- time we, as 
becometh Catholic Chriſtians, truly de- 
plore the peril and miſchiefs of their blind 
zeal, putting the beſt and moſt favqurable 
conſtruction upon their intention, ma 
them peculiar objects of our charitable 
prayers &, and leaving the innocence or 
guilt of their conduct to the all- righteous 
. merciful Judge, who; — marks. 

and 


* Among W calling Jeſus their Lord and common 
Maſter, not thoſe who agree, but differ in other theological 
ſpeculations, are proper objects of mutual forbearance, and 
that charity St. Paul has pronounced greater than fü and 
hope, 1 Cor, xi, 13. | 
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"md infallikly knows it; ;-nor let ub eber 
withhold from them the aſſiſtance of 9 
information, ſo far as we can find fit 
portunity to give, and they Nan patience 
5 wiſdom t to receive it. 


"Above all, may we 8 FW the . 
* and miſchiefs of their unhappy 
examples, counteracting them as far as we 
can, in conformity to the common dictates 
of reaſon, humanity, and the whole ſpirit: 
and letter of the beſt-natured inſtitution 
of religion in the world; by following the 
apoſtle's good advice to his converts at 
Philippi, iv. 5. Let your moderation be 
known unte all men; embracing all per- 


ſons as fit objects of our Chriſtian affection 
and communion, who give evidence to 
believe, or any good preſumption to hope, 
that they believe in and love our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt in ſincerity; who, however 
they may in the mean- time be grievouſly 
injured by haſty cenſures or ſeverer treat- 


ment of deluded bigots, are inſured of the 


friendſhip, and will be honoured with the 
final acceptance of the Father of mercies, 
who then will reward them openly in 


proportion to the integrity of their faith, 


profeſſion, and prevalent obedience to the 
* of his Son; WhO ee how to 
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icy compaſſion on hd ignorant, ads fob 


them that are out of the way, thus pitied 


and prayed for his very betrayers and ur- 
derers, « Father forgive them, they know 
not what they do; and at the laſt great 
day will accept every willing mind, accord 


ing to the uſe and improvement made of 
what a man has, but not of what he has 


not, of which the apoſtle s declaration gives 


2 nee of faith. 2 Cor. viii. 12. 


Theſe tales and Far of Chriſtan af- 
fection and fellowſhip are requiſite, and 
evidently well caculated ta promote that 
good harmony, friendſhiÞ; and mutual 


improvement preſcribed in the letter, and 


by the whole Catholic 8 W of the Ce 
JOU TE | | 


£ 


4. | 


ere we pol ſe this true centre 


wherein all perſons avowing their hearty 


belief that Jeſus is the Chriſt, both may 
and ſhould be united, being declared, on 


account of this very confeſſion of their 
faith, to be all born of God, 1 John v. 1. 
- A phraſe (in the current ſtile and ſenſe 
of the New Teſtament) denoting all ſuch. 


. profeſſed believers for brethren, in the beſt 
. pothble relation of ſons or heirs of God, 


and joint heirs with Chriſt their ec 
D ; brother * 
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brothir : For to as han as received him, 
&$- -- the ſame beloved apoſtle in his 
goſpel) 40 them gave he power, or a right 


and title to become the ſons of God, even 
to them who believe on his wand Jahn i. 


12. 2 


Whoever a duly: the cloſe 3 
nection theſe evangelic rules have ee the 

charity that believeth all things, that ho- 
peth all things, and, by good St. Paul, 18 


affirmed greater than faith and hope, and, 
conſequently, the cardinal virtue of our 


excellent divine religion; ; he that pon- 


derts well this inſeparable connection, 
muſt needs confeſs theſe ſcripture rules an 
"honourable diſtinction, the ornament and 


felicity of every private Chriſtian and 
public community, who "Ve _ four | 
Fe follow” mann., #1 
Nor is che Falle e or „ Ehitity 
oy. the common Author and Finiſher of our 


faith leſs admirable: and conſpicuous in 


employing the weight of his authority, 
nd denouncing the moſt formidable ſanc- 
tion of his goſpel, thus to guard the 
common liberty and peace of his diſciples, 
amo us e as . from the 
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fu . a9 1 8 
guilt and oppreſſions of a cenſbriouz, irto- 
lerant, and derſeentipg ſpirit. . 


* Finally, may theſe teahintfous ade 'of 
 Majetty and Grace, this ſalutary fentence  - 
of Chriſt our common Lawgiver, Saviour, 
and Judge, produce its kind deſign and |. 
happy effect, by living in our :remem- + 
branee, and ſinking deep into all our hearts. 
Whoſoever ſhall fay to his brother, 55 Thou 
Reprobate or ee, abandoned from 
the hope, and caſt out of the Chriſtian 
Covenant; every ſuch ſelf· contracted, cen- 
ſorious, dogmatical Chriſtian expoſetn 
himſelf by the expreſs ſentence of our Lord 
in the Hebrew text, to a ee no N | 
formidable than that of hell fire. 


Piven ces miſchiefb, 5 She? 

of this enormous ſin, may the Father of 

mercies, and the God of all our hope and 

3 conſolation, ſpeedily reform and effectually 

| - preſerve the whole een enn, 155 
_ 2 1 | 4 | 
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of all, and accepteth every willing mind, according to the uſo 
and improvement made of what a man hath, and not of what | 


„„ 6 
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Cultivation and Increaſe of mutugl Tor- 


-- RATION, Catholic CommMuntog, and 


univerſal” On ARITY, 


0 So Db hi . K. 5 men, 
eſpecially of all thoſe that believe &, 
accept, we beſeech thee, our conſtant in- 
terceſſions for the temporal, ſpiritual, and 
eternal happineſs of all men; more eſpe- 


eially we pray in behalf of the whole 


chriſtian world, that it may pleaſe thee, 
by thy power and providence, to remove 
out of the way every thing that obſtructs 


or hinders the further propagation of the 
knowledge and practice of the egen a8 


101 is in Chriſt Jae our Lord. | 


P, 


Play all wks name Hh Name of Chriſt 
err, from iniquity, adorning their cha- 
- raters and profeſſion by a converſation 
. the eee. „ 


Thus may they HFS the curity 
and e of our holy religion to the 


SRV ASE. 8 belief 
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* * God i is 4 Saviour of all men, as he willeth the ſalvation 


he hath not, x Tim. iv. 10. 2 Cor, Vill, 12. 


" 4 a. 


A. 


—_— pt 1 | 
| belief and acceptance of infidels, While 
they find it the power of God to their 
own 8 e 1 
; * » av" * HH 8 
We 955 that the b of pious, vir 
tuous, and beneficent Chriſtians in each 
congregation of Chriſt's worſhipping diſ- 
ciples, may continually increaſe, and that 
grace, mercy, and peace may be mültiplied 
among all who love our common Lord and 
Saviour in ſincerity, and take his Gospel 
[ for the en their faith and manners. ? 


& &*: 


To all . ſuffer for Chriſt's 8 ale, . wn” 
the teſtimony of a good conſcience; grant 

a ſuitable meaſure of faith and patience, 
a ſanctified uſe of their preſent ſufferings, | 
and a joyful deliverance from the injuries 
and cruelty of perſecution ; may each ſpi- 
ritual tyrant be humbled, and all uſurpa- 
tion over the conſeiences o of men en in 
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Grant in . that all Who call 
themſelves Proteſtant: Chriſtians may be 
more diſtinguiſhed by their righteouſneſs, ® 

peace, and mutual forbearance. O thou _ 
God and Lover of peace, kindle among us 
we beſeech thee, a laſting flame of bro- 
* and N * | 


9 


4 


* 


_ i361]: 
and thus may we ever proyetheſincerity ad. 
virtue of our reformation from Popery- 


Finally, We pray that our attainments 
in the heavenly temper and divine life 
may correſpond: with our duty and ad- 
vantages as Chriſtians, that when Chriſt 


| ſhall appear at the end of the world to re- 


ward his faints;* and be,,admired of all 
who believe with the obediefce of faith, 
we, thy ſervants may, be well prepared 


for the abſolution and acceptance of our 


Judge; to meet our Great Judge in peace; 
to give a joyful account of our ſteward- 
ſhip; and to enter in triumph into the 
everlaſting kingdom of Glory, Honour, 
and Immortality, which to all patient con- 
tinuers in well- doing is ſet open by our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt: Whom not ſeeing we 


love, and in whom, tho' now we fee him 


not yet believing, we would rejoice with 


Joy unſpeakable and full of glory. Amen. 


28 EGG 
The God of peace, who brought again 
from the dead our Lord. Jeſus Chriſt, the 


great ſhepherd of his ſheep, keep your 


hearts and minds in the knowledge and 
love of God, and of his Son Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord: And the blefling of God Al- 
mighty-be with us, and reſt upon us, now 


and always.” Amen. 
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